DICK JACOBS'

M.G.
MIDGET

The ““dog fights”’ between GEORGE PHILLIPS and DICK JACOBS, when both were racing
M.G.s, were legendary. Nowadays, “Phil”’ is one of the world’s leading motor-racing photog-
raphers, and Dick is famous as an entrant—of racing M.G.s. George Phillips spent a few days in
one of the latest of the line of Mill Garage cars, and below is his verdict. Guess who took

To all enthusiasts attending various meet-

ings this season, the two immaculate
Dick Jacobs M.G. G.T. racers need no in-
troduction. Although these cars had only
half a season’s racing, they have built for
themselves a formidable record. Out of
10 starts they collected first and second in
the class no fewer than four times, another
first in class when only one car was entered,
and in the remainder of the events they have
been well placed in more than half the races;
neither car has ever failed to finish and all
this on less than 1,000 c.c. In an effort to
demonstrate to our readers how this is done,
I visited the Mill Garage at South Wood-
ford, E.18, recently and borrowed half of
the *“Jacobs train” for a short time and
really had some fun.

First let us find out more about these
cars: basically, they are standard M.G.
Midgets, so much so that wings, doors and
side-panels are all normal body pressings
and married to this is a delightful extended
hard top and an equally attractive bonnet.
This also has received the treatment, and
as a result is considerably lowered—not only

the photographs!
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does this make the car a real good-looker,
but the result is very functional. The shape
is no happy accident but the result of ex-
tensive wind-tunnel tests and, coupled with
the M.G. know-how collected over many
years in the record-breaking field, it can
be said without any doubt that this car is
the result-of perfect co-operation between
two people. On ene hand Syd Enever of
M.G. who, in my opinion, knows more
about getting a quart out of a pint pot than
anyone breathing (remember Goldie
Gardner’s fabulous record-breaking M.G.).
On the other, Dick Jacobs, who has a
wealth of experience in this type of post-
war racing, and when a person with this
amount of knowledge makes suggestions to
someone like Enever, then the result is
never in doubt—it can’t be anything but
good!

The cars were delivered to Dick at the
beginning of June 1962 and, although
the factory had co-operated to the limit
with Jacobs, they had still to be raced,
which, let’s face it, is the only test for a
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THE GUV’NOR—Dick Jacobs.

racing car. As things turned out, the boys
had not been far out in their calculations
and it was found that only minor altera-
tions to the suspension were necessary.
These consisted of replacing the ordinary
bump rubbers with Aeon rubbers, softening
the rear road springs and substituting
slightly stiffer Armstrong damper settings,
thus improving road-holding enormously,
and when a heavier anti-roll bar was fitted
to the front end, the results were conmletely
satisfactory and this has never been
touched since.

The engine is, of course, the fantastic
A-type B.M.C. unit, which is fitted to so
many of the Corporation’s products, with
a bore of 66.9 m.m., plus the permissible
.040 in. rebore, and a stroke of 76.2 m.m.,
the final capacity being 979 c.c. for which
a modest b.h.p. of something in the region
of 75 is claimed. Naturally, a special cam-
shaft is used and a Weber type 4SDCOE
feeds fuel through a well-designed inlet
manifold into the 10:1 compression head.






